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Our school crest depicts aspects of life in the Kerikeri area. 

The stylised fern frond (LH) represents growth and the 

unfolding of knowledge through education. 

The stylised blue and white plough (bottom RH) recognises 

the importance of the area in food production and retains 

this major feature of past school emblems. 

The white ripples and blue waves (top RH) depict the 

serene Bay of Islands and open surf coast of the area. 

Year 7 Camp 

Urupukapuka Island 
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Principal’s Message 

Kia ora koutou  
 
The short first term is rapidly coming towards its conclusion, with the usual ten weeks of Term 1 
activities compressed into nine weeks.  It’s been busy and exciting, and our teachers and staff 
have been working hard.  Our Peer Support Camps for Year 7 and 13 students are halfway 
through on Urupukapuka Island, and we have just begun our inaugural Year 9 Camps at the 
Marsden Point Christian Camp.  There’s been a huge amount of summer sport happening, and 
the summer weather has allowed us to run a number of field trips in different subject areas. 
 
Like all schools we offer a lot of highly sort after opportunities to represent the school which 
involve selection and consequently are limited in number.  Examples include our Year 13 Prefect 
Leaders, Te Pou o Manako, debating teams, and sports teams.  First teams for winter codes are 
currently either in selection processes or have been selected, and inevitably there will be 
disappointment for some. 
 
I spoke about the importance of failure at Prizegivings last year.  At different times and at 
different points in our lives we all face disappointment and failure, and how we respond is really 
important.  Equally how we support our children as they deal with the inevitable setbacks along 
the way is also critical.  Questioning the process, running down selectors, coaches, and deriding 
those chosen does not support our young people, nor does it help equip them with the resilience 
they need.  Rather, it heightens a sense of resentment and often puts an unnecessary ‘chip on 
their shoulder’. 
 
The best way to support your young person with disappointment is to acknowledge their 
feelings, acknowledge they did their best, and encourage them on towards their next goal or 
target.  And if they were aiming for the A team and they made the B team, celebrate their 
selection and don’t allow them to quit, or play for someone else. They made a commitment and 
they should keep it. They will be better for this in the long run. 
 
Two building projects of significance will begin at school in the coming months.  The first is the 
replacement of the three temporary classrooms that were located on the courts between the 
Gymnasium and the Swimming Pool.  The arrival of these three classrooms is imminent, and 
earthworks will begin in the next week or so. 
 
More significant is the construction of four permanent classrooms, funded by the Ministry of 
Education, to cope with our roll growth.  These classrooms will be the beginning of the relocation 
of the Mathematics Department and will be built where our playing courts are currently located.  
We are hopeful that this year’s Government’s  Budget will see subsequent funds for us for the 
construction of an additional 12 classrooms, funded again by the Ministry of Education, this time 
for modernisation of our property, which will join the four roll growth classrooms on the courts.  
  
Once those classrooms are opened, we will demolish the very old and tired Prefabs which 
currently house our Mathematics Department and replace them with a multipurpose astroturf 
court alongside our Gymnasium.  This will open the middle of our school even more and be a 
welcome addition to our facilities. 
 
Over the next few months, we are also taking steps to secure our school boundary, with a fence 
being erected along the entirety of our bottom field which borders Jacaranda Place.  This will 
significantly reduce the amount of unwanted foot traffic through the school and improve student 
and staff safety.  We will then subsequently erect a similar fence along the boundary of our top 
field which borders the Kerikeri Domain.  This fence will include an ungated atea for entry and 
exit and will clearly define the school boundary for members of the public. 
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These fencing projects have been in planning for some time now, and they have not happened 
because of social media pressure.  I always welcome parent and whānau feedback and am 
always willing to hear concerns.  Often, I may be able to give reassurance or explanation, and at 
other times it may be that I was not aware.  Please, if you have concerns, ideas etc contact us at 
school in the first instance.   
 
Ngā mihi 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mike Clent 
Principal 
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Student Achievements 

Congratulations to all the Kerikeri High School 
students who competed in the recent  2026 
Henderson Reeves Te Tai Tokerau Regional 
Debating Championship. The Kerikeri High School 
team of Year 13 students Nate Brewer, Isabelle 
Cannon and Joe Jackson won the event, 
ensuring that Kerikeri High School retained the 
trophy for another year.   Isabelle Cannon was 
named Best Speaker of the Tournament and also 
named as a member of the  Te Tai Tokerau 
Regional Team, which will compete in the National 
Secondary Schools Debating Competition in 
May. Year 12 student Maddi Weight was named 
Most Promising Speaker, and Year 11 students 
Isobel Gurau and Swara Kharche were named 
as Promising Speakers.  Maddi Weight 
and  Isobel Gurau were named as reserves in the 
Te Tai Tokerau Regional Team. Year 13 students 
Pieter Du Plooy and Tyler Keehn were presented 

with Highly Commended Speaker awards.  

 
Congratulations to Bronte Clarke (Year 10), 
Emily Godwin (Year 11), Nicholas Louw (Year 
12), Bayley Wood (Year 10), Chloe Wright (Year 
10) and Taylor Wright (Year 12) who recently 
competed at the NZ Stand Up Paddleboarding 
Nationals in Auckland. 
 
Nicholas Louw won the U19 category in all three 
disciplines, Sprints, Technical, and Long Distance, 
making him the Overall U19 champion. He also 
raced in the Elite Men's Division, making it through 
to the Overall Men's Finals in both Sprint and 
Technical racing. 
 
U16 Results 
Sprints 
1st – Emily Godwin, 2nd – Taylor Wright,  
3rd – Bayley Wood 

Technical 
1st – Emily Godwin, 2nd – Bayley Wood,  
3rd – Taylor Wright 
Long Distance 
1st – Taylor Wright, 2nd – Bayley Wood,  
3rd – Emily Godwin 
 
U16 Overall Champions 
1st Equal – Emily Godwin and Taylor Wright,  
3rd – Bayley Wood 
 
U14 Results 
Sprints 
1st – Chloe Wright, 2nd – Bronte Clarke 
Technical 
1st – Chloe Wright, 3rd – Bronte Clarke 
Long Distance 
1st – Chloe Wright, 3rd – Bronte Clarke 
 
U14 Overall Champions 
1st – Chloe Wright, 3rd – Bronte Clarke 
 
Chloe Wright was crowned the Overall Youth 
Champion, with Bronte Clarke placing 3rd overall. 
Chloe Wright was also named the Overall Female 
Winner across both youth and adult divisions, with 
Bronte Clarke finishing 3rd overall. 
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Congratulations to the Kerikeri High School 
students who competed in the NSSSA Mountain 
Biking Competition in Whangārei.  
 
Cross Country Senior Girls 
1st Leah Shrubshall (Year 12), 2nd Ava Yarrow 
(Year 13) 
 
Cross Country Senior Boys 
1st Kole Teixiera (Year 11), 2nd Liam Hoult 
(Year 11) 
 
Cross Country Junior Boys 
1st Manu Zwinkles (Year 10) 
 
Enduro Senior Girls 
1st Leah Shrubshall 
 
Enduro Senior Boys 
1st Kole Teixeira 
 
Enduro Junior Boys 
3rd Manu Zwinkles  
 

 

Congratulations to Tana Baty (Year 11) who 
competed in the Athletics Auckland Senior Track & 
Field meet representing Northland, winning both 
the U16 Men’s 100m and 200m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kerikeri High School 

Attendance Management Plan 

Regular school attendance is essential for student 
success. Lifting attendance is a shared 
responsibility. School staff, Boards, parents and 
whānau all play vital roles in supporting students 
to be at school and learning. 
 
The Ministry of Education now requires all schools 
to implement an Attendance Management Plan 
which sets out the way schools identify and 
respond to student absences, including the way 
schools support students to attend school 
regularly. 
 
You can view the Kerikeri High School Attendance 
Management Plan on our website  
Attendance Management Plan 

 

 

https://www.kerikerihigh.ac.nz/school/attendance
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Whānau Feedback Evenings 

We warmly welcome parents, whānau and 
students to attend the Whānau Feedback 
Evenings on Thursday 26 March and Monday 30 
March from 4.00pm – 7.00pm. 
  
The purpose of these five-minute meetings is to 
provide feedback and feed forward on your child’s 
academic progress. 
  
Relationships are the key to everything we do at 
Kerikeri High School, and so we value these five-
minute meetings at this early stage of the year.  
 
Bookings are now open and a letter with 
instructions of how-to book has been emailed to all 
parents and caregivers.  
 
Use this link to make a booking:  
School Interview Bookings 
 
Or use the QR Code below. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

School Emails 

If your child is absent, please email 
attendance@kerikerihigh.ac.nz, or phone the 
school 09 407 8916, or message via the School 
app. 
 
If you have a message that needs to be passed on 
to your child during the day, please directly email 
Te Puna Waiora (our Student Centre) 
tpw@kerikerihigh.ac.nz 

 

Kerikeri High School 
Parent/Caregiver Signin To 
FACTS 

FACTS is Kerikeri High 
School’s student management 
software. 
 
Applicable valid Parents and 
Caregivers of current students 

are able to sign in to FACTS. 
 
Once signed in parents and caregivers are able to 
view their child’s attendance records.  

 
Other information available for viewing is your 
child’s contact information, reports, Co-Curricular 
Cornerstones and there is a facility for paying 
accounts. 
 
Account Activation and First Sign-in 

For applicable Caregivers new to the school, you 
will have received an email inviting you to activate 
an account that has been created for you.  This 
account is based on your email address and will 
be used for signing into FACTS, via our Microsoft 
365 space. 
 
If you have not received an email, or for parents 
who may have lost their original email invite, 
please reach out to us by email at 

FACTS@kerikerihigh.ac.nz  

New FACTS Homepage 

From 26 March, caregivers and families will see a 
new Homepage experience when logging in to the 
FACTS portal. 
 
The new homepage has a cleaner, more modern 
design and was created to make the platform 
easier to navigate. It has also been thoughtfully 
designed for mobile and tablet use, helping you to 
stay connected wherever you are.  
 
This update will not change how you currently use 
FACTS. You will still be able to access student 
information and school updates in the same way. 

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/ba9FeDW/step1
mailto:attendance@kerikerihigh.ac.nz
mailto:tpw@kerikerihigh.ac.nz
mailto:FACTS@kerikerihigh.ac.nz
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The image below shows how these changes will 
affect your view: 

 
If you have any questions, please contact 
FACTS@kerikerihigh.ac.nz. 

SAVE Groups 
The SAVE (Save All Valuable Environments) 
Groups have been busy this year with 90 students 
attending at least one lunchtime meeting. The 
SAVE Groups are for those students interested in 
community and school environmental projects. 
Currently the Groups are: Year 7 Monday lunch, 
Senior Tuesday lunch and Years 8 - 10 
Wednesday lunch.  Anyone is welcome to attend 
and learn about different environmental 
matters.   Last year we were given the opportunity 
to work with The Rotary Club of Kerikeri and have 
recently begun the SAVE InterAct club.  This will 
provide students further opportunities outside of 
school to extend their leadership skills. 

Next Board of Trustees Meeting 

Our next Board of Trustees meeting will be at 
5.30pm on 25 March, in the Boardroom. 

 

 

 

International Student Host 

Families 

Thank you to all our existing host families.  
If you are interested in becoming a host family and 
join our fun and caring host family community, 
please contact us. 
 
International Students are happy to share their 
culture with your family. Lifelong friendships are 
made with students and their families from all over 
the world. International students that are attracted 
to Kerikeri are like us; active, busy and enjoy an 
outdoor lifestyle.  
 
Remuneration is provided and all applicants are 
Police vetted.  
 
If you would like to receive more information, 
please contact our International Department on 
09 407 0163 or email  
accommodation@kerikerihigh.ac.nz 

 

Please view our International Department 

promotional videos on our School website. 

Spanish Trip Fundraising 

Get your family portrait taken on June 6th and 
support our Spanish language students who are 
fundraising for their Spanish immersion trip.  
 
Information about the Portrait fundraising and how 
to book is at the end of the Newsletter. Gracias  

Upcoming Dates  

Board Meeting – 25 March 
PTA AGM – 25 March 
Whānau Feedback Evening – 26 March 
Whānau Feedback Evening – 30 March 
Te Tai Tokerau Kapahaka Festival – 31 March &  
                                                                    1 April 
Term 1 Ends – 2 April 
Term 2 Starts – 20 April 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:accommodation@kerikerihigh.ac.nz
https://www.kerikerihigh.ac.nz/international/gallery
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Year Level Deans 
 

  

Year 7  

Mrs Beth Clarke 
 

Ko Pōkākā te maunga 

Ko Wairoa te awa 

Ko Endeavour te waka 

Ko Ngāti Pākeha te iwi 

He mihi aroha ki te mana whenua o konei i manaaki mai i ahau. 

  

Ko Heger, ko James, ko Clarke ōku whānau 

Ko Beth Clarke tōku ingoa 

 

Firstly, a very warm welcome to all the Year 7 students, and their whānau: Kerikeri High 

School is your school now. What an exciting, busy and productive first few weeks we have 

had. 

 

I am both proud and excited to be the Year 7 Dean for 2026. In 1999, I graduated from 

Kerikeri High School after being a student here from Forms 1-7, and despite it being so 

long ago, I remember my first year at this school clearly. My husband also attended 

Kerikeri High School; we have two daughters in Year 10 and a son joining us next year in 

Year 7. My connection and commitment to this school and community is strong and 

important to me. 

 

The first term is epic, so the students will require many conversations about organisation 

and self-management. Our main goals for Year 7 are ‘try new things’ and ‘do the next 

right thing’. So please encourage these young people to give everything a go and accept 

perceived ‘failure’ as a part of the process. The Four Cornerstones are an integral part of 

both our school and our students’ success. Support your student in our school’s goal for 

them: “Empowering lifelong learners in the pursuit of personal excellence. Ako tonu kia 

pūmau te hiranga o te tangata.” Discuss what ‘personal excellence’ looks like in your 

whānau and what it means to your ākonga. 

 

We have an exceptional group of Form Teachers to support your learners, please reach 

out if we can support you, or your whānau.  

 

He waka eke nōa. I am honoured to share this journey with you all. 

 

Ngā mihi  
Beth Clarke 
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Year 8 

Mrs Jess Lowe 

 

Kia ora e te whānau, 

 

My name is Jess Lowe, and I am thrilled to continue with this cohort as their Dean for 

Year 8 in 2026. With my family, I love getting out in the rohe and making the most of this 

beautiful part of the world. One of my favourite things about our kura is the diversity of 

opportunities our Four Cornerstones provide for our students. 

 

As we step into Year 8, our focus is on personal responsibility. This means managing 

ourselves, owning our decisions, and taking pride in our actions. Alongside this, we are 

strengthening our kaupapa of supporting others — whether that’s helping someone in 

class, showing leadership in Form Time, or simply being someone who brings a positive 

vibe. 

 

Our WAKA values underpin everything we do: 

We are Learners, Act with Respect, Keep Ourselves Safe and Always Proud. 

In the classroom this looks like being prepared, trying our best, treating others with 

kindness, and setting a positive example for our friends. These everyday choices build 

habits that help us as we move through school. 

 

Our Form Teachers at Year 8 are superb. Their compassion, consistency and 

encouragement mean they are trusted supports for our students; Mrs Barrett-Jones, Mr 

Bristow, Ms Dobbie, Ms Douglas, Mr Dunckley, Ms Galvin, Mr Thomas and Ms Yates are 

passionate, engaged and take the time to see the very best in each member of our 

cohort, and we are so lucky to have them. 

 

I am incredibly proud of this group of young people — of their character, their energy, and 

their potential — and I’m looking forward to another year of growth, challenge and 

connection. 

 

Ngā mihi 

Jess Lowe 
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Year 9 

Mrs Roz Clent  

 

Tēnā koutou katoa 

 

Welcome back to caregivers and whānau of our Year 9 students, for their first official year 

of secondary school. A very warm welcome also to our new students who have joined us. 

This year will be busy and will go by very quickly.  

 

My name is Roz Clent, and I have the pleasure of being the new Dean for Year 9. For 

those that don’t know me, I have taught and worked in various pastoral roles for many 

years at Kerikeri High School, most recently as a Senior Dean with the Year 13 cohort. I 

also teach Photography and write the School Magazine. My two children Matt and Lucy 

who also attended Kerikeri High School are now studying at Auckland and Canterbury 

University. I love the outdoors, being in the water, and traveling to explore new places. 

 

This year we have also welcomed our Prefects who will be working with Year 9, and our 

ten Form Teachers: Mr Mark Broadwith, Ms Joy Dong, Ms Lucy Dunn, Mr Adam Horgan, 

Mrs Jane Jarman, Mr Craig Jordan, Mrs Karlene Kitchingman, Mr Robbie Lumkong, Mrs 

Kylie Pate and Mrs Nicola Phillips. Our Year 9 Deputy Principal is Miss Jezena Gilmore. 

 

This year marks a time of continued growth, both academically and personally. As 

students move through Year 9, they will have the chance to build on the foundation they 

have already established at Kerikeri High School.  

 

The Year 9 uniform has been fantastic. Let’s keep the high standards up; a reminder that 

the uniform requires black shoes or black sandals, and the Kerikeri High School navy 

skirt/shorts/pants. It is worth getting ahead of the cooler weather by ensuring students 

have a uniform hoodie, crewneck, or jacket that still fits. Correct uniform is directly aligned 

with our WAKA values of pride and respect. 

 

Can I please request that you please sign up with the SchoolAppsNZ app. You can use it 

for attendance, to explain in the morning if your child will be away from school that day. 

The App also links to the calendar, term dates and the Daily Notices which list the range 

of opportunities available for students every day. 

 

We encourage all Year 9 students to get involved in the Four Cornerstone activities we 

offer at Kerikeri High School: Academic, Cultural, Sporting, and Leadership with Service. 

Cornerstones play a vital role in enhancing students’ school experience and personal 

growth, providing many opportunities for development, connection, and contribution to our 

school community. Kia kaha, kia māia, kia manawanui. 

 

This term we have the pleasure of attending the first ever Year 9 Camps at Marsden 

Christian Camp in Ruakaka. Students will have a fun and action packed two days. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns or queries.  

 

Noho ora mai, 

Roz Clent 
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Year 10 

Matua Jordan Westerlund 

 
Ko Whakarongorua me Pūhanga Tohorā ngā maunga 

Ko Utakura me Punakitere ngā awa 

Ko Mataitaua me Okorihi ngā marae 

Ko Ngātokimatawhāorua te waka 

Ko Ngāti Toro me Ngāti Ueoneone ngā hapū 

He hekenga tēnei nō Te Whare Tapu o Ngāpuhi 

Ko Jordan Westerlund ahau 

Firstly, nau mai hoki mai (welcome back) to our whānau cohort as they begin their Year 

10 journey. It has been a fantastic start to the school year, with students settling well into 

their form classes and quickly re-establishing routines. It has been great to see them 

reconnect with their peers and begin the year with a positive and focused attitude toward 

their learning. 

Our dedicated Form Teachers who will support and guide your tamariki throughout the 

year, Whaea Emma Afa, Miss Liz Bates, Ms Imogen Holland, Mr Ben Martin, Mrs Tracey 

Carter, Mrs Jo Madden, Mrs Kate Montgomerie, Mrs Leanne Ray, Mr Woody Riley, Mrs 

Rebecca Sharp, and Mr Wynyard. E mihi maioha ana ki a koutou.  

A very warm welcome to our newly appointed Year 10 Prefects who will be working 

alongside the Year 10 cohort this year; Peyton Baker, Carlito-Rey Maregele, Whakahotu 

Marino, Molly Para, Yiming Sok and Sam Weston. 

I would like to acknowledge all students who put themselves forward and applied to be a 

Class Representative for 2026, well done. A very big congratulations to the students who 

have been selected as our Class Representatives for Terms 1 and 2. 

I urge students to step out of their comfort zone and take part in our Four Cornerstones 

available at Kerikeri High School: Academic, Cultural, Sport, and Leadership with Service. 

Getting involved in these opportunities helps them build new skills, form connections, and 

contribute positively to our school community. 

A key focus for our Year 10 students this year is building strong Literacy and Numeracy 

skills required for the NCEA assessments. Developing these skills is important not only for 

academic success at school, but also for supporting students in everyday life and future 

learning pathways. 

Students will also have the opportunity to take part in the Hillary Outdoors programme, 

which is a highlight of the Year 10 year. This experience encourages students to 

challenge themselves, try new activities, and grow in confidence while developing 

important skills such as leadership, teamwork, and self-awareness. More details about 

this exciting opportunity will be shared through the daily notices, please keep an eye out 

for updates. 

Mā te tamaiti e whakatupu – it takes a village to raise a child. With the support of both 

home and school, our tamariki can make the most of this year and build a strong 

foundation for their future learning. 

Nāku iti nei, 

Matua Jordan Westerlund 
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Year 11 

Mr Seth Brown 

 

Kia ora tatou, 

 

We have made a great start to 2026, with Year 11 students settling in well and engaging 

positively in their learning both inside and outside the classroom. 

 

For over 15 years, I have had the privilege of teaching and leading Years 7 and 8  

English at Kerikeri High School, alongside my Dean responsibilities where I have guided 

the current Year 11 cohort since their arrival as Year 7’s.  

 

This year, we have welcomed 11 new Year 11 students from within New Zealand, and 15 

international students from Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Brazil, France, Germany, 

Japan and Switzerland. They are a welcome addition to Year 11 and bring with them 

richness in culture and language. I would like to thank our Year 11 buddies for their 

support of these students as they transition into Northland school life. 

 

This year marks the beginning of our time as senior students and a significant milestone 

in our academic journey together. There are many exciting opportunities for our Year 11 

students, especially as they embark on their first year of NCEA. We also have the Kerikeri 

High School Ball to look forward to - one of the highlights of becoming a senior. 

 

Beginning NCEA Level 1 means we have arrived at the business end of our time at high 

school. NCEA is a pivotal part of our educational pathway. It is a flexible qualification 

allowing students to demonstrate their skills and knowledge through a mix of internal and 

external assessments. For Year 11 students to succeed in 2026, they will need to make 

the most of every lesson, create dedicated study time, ask questions and seek help from 

their teachers, pay close attention to detail and actively work on their weaker areas for 

improvement. Building confidence in these fundamental skills is key to their academic 

success. I advise students to make the most of our Tutorial time to study, revise and 

prepare for upcoming assessments – a great opportunity to stay on top of their workload. 

 

I highly recommend Year 11 students and parents/whānau keep track of academic 

progress using the NZQA portal and our school FACTS student page. Communication with 

subject teachers is now streamlined using the email links on our regular Progress Reports.  

 

Our newly appointed Class Representatives for Term 1 and the Year 13 Prefects are 

working closely with me to create engaging events and opportunities for this year group. I 

extend my thanks to all who applied for these leadership roles. 

 

As we begin to think about career pathways and applications for tertiary education 

courses and scholarships, I strongly encourage all students to build their Kerikeri High 

School Four Cornerstones programme repertoire. The Academic, Cultural, Leadership 

with Service, and Sport Cornerstones are vital for a balanced education and personal 

development. These skills are essential, not just for building student curriculum vitae, but 

for everyday life and future learning.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me. We are on this journey together. 

 

Ngā mihi 

Seth Brown 
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Year 12  

Ms Davina Derecourt 

 

Welcome back to all caregivers, whānau, and our Year 12 cohort. It’s wonderful to see 

students return with fresh energy and a growing sense of maturity as they continue their 

journey as senior members of Kerikeri High School. Year 12 is an important stage—one 

where students continue to grow as lifelong learners and take meaningful steps toward 

their personal goals. 

 

This year, Mrs Rakena (Year 12 Deputy Principal), and our Pastoral Team and I are 

encouraging students to recognise the influence they have over their own learning, 

attitude, and involvement in school life. Being a senior means acting with respect, 

showing integrity, and building the habits that support their own version of personal 

excellence. 

 

Academically - NCEA Level 2 is a key milestone requiring 60 credits at Level 2 or above, 

plus Literacy and Numeracy. Endorsements at Merit or Excellence require 50 credits at 

those levels, reflecting consistent effort and growing ownership of learning. Tutorial time is 

a valuable opportunity for students to stay organised, revise, or plan ahead, and have 

regular check-ins with Form Teachers help them reflect and stay on track. 

 

Year 12 also provides many opportunities to get involved through our Four 

Cornerstones—WAKA team, sports, cultural groups, school events, and service roles 

such as Class Reps, Ball Committee or Student Librarians. These experiences help 

students discover their strengths and develop confidence, communication, and teamwork 

skills. A highlight of the year will be the OPC trip in July, giving students the chance to 

challenge themselves and strengthen friendships through shared adventure in a setting 

that offers different conditions and challenges than the classroom. 

 

As students step into their senior roles, it’s the everyday actions that show true 

leadership. Small things—being prepared, following through, helping others, and 

contributing positively in class—make a real difference. These actions reflect our WAKA 

values and show that students are taking their role as seniors seriously. 

 

With next year’s Prefects now being selected after the November exams, students have 

the whole year to demonstrate the kind of leader they’re becoming. There are many 

opportunities this year and next to step up, support others, and contribute in meaningful 

ways. When students do the little things well, it shows maturity and an understanding of 

how their actions influence others. 

 

As we settle into Term 1, I encourage all students to set clear goals, stay organised, and 

make the most of the opportunities ahead. Our Pastoral Team and teachers are here to 

support them every step of the way. I look forward to celebrating their growth and 

achievements throughout the year. 

 

Ngā mihi, 

Davina Derecourt 
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Year 13 

Mr Paul Boardman  
 
Tēnā koutou katoa 

  

Welcome back to caregivers and whānau of our Year 13 students, for their last year of 

school. 

  

This year will be busy for them and will go by very quickly. Our Year 13 cohort had a 

fantastic start to the year, with 100 students attending the Leadership Camp at Waimate 

North Showground and now putting their learning in action to support the Year 7’s on their 

camps. Their contributions and commitment to the programme have been outstanding. 

 

This year, Year 13 students are coming to school respectfully meeting our high standards 

of dress code, attendance, and conduct in and out of the classroom. Every Year 13 

student is looked up to by the younger students, and we are proud of them living up to 

their positions as role models in the school. 

 

We congratulated our fantastic Prefect Team in Celebration Assemblies recently. In 

addition, there are many other Leadership with Service roles that Year 13 students have 

opportunities to participate in. It has been great to see large numbers signing up for 

Sports Council, Librarians, Student WAKA Team, Careers Assistants to name a few. Also 

coming up is the opportunity to be a KERI Reading Tutor, and to join the Ball Committee 

which works to put the Senior Ball together. 

 

There are some big life choices to be made during Year 13, and we have lots of support 

in place whether it be for course choices and career pathway decision making, 

apprenticeship and university applications or preparing for life after school.  Our wonderful 

Careers Advisor Eileen Crawford has a comprehensive programme in place to support 

students who are intending to go on to university next year or looking to go straight in to 

the workforce. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns or queries. 

 

Ngā mihi, 
Paul Boardman 
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